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Vol. 12 (May - October 2010)

THE LIBERATION
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

No. 1 - May 2010
Editorial / Southern Africa: The Liberation Struggle Continues

By John S. Saul Fifty years on from the beginnings of liberation in Africa, John Saul finds there is still
much work to be done, especially in southern Africa where the final triumph over colonial and racial
domination occurred. In each of the the five sites of the overt struggle against domination — Angola,
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa — there are clear signs of recolonization. This time
by capital.

No. 2 - June 2010
Angola: Reinventing Pasts and Futures

By David Sogge Angola’s leadership, having triumphed militarily and politically over domestic and
foreign adversaries, now enjoys popular consent at home and fulsome courtesies abroad thanks to
skillful statecraft and a lot of petrodollars. Having abandoned social ideals of the past, it has set about
inventing a post-war order that combines neoliberalism with suave repression. Today’s model, not
unlike the colonial order of yesterday, is geared to redistributing wealth upward and outward. Yet in
contrast to the past, it has little place for Angolans, whose expectations nonetheless keep rising. Not
far off, however, is the end of the petrodollar gusher on which elite pacts depend. Political strife, but
also opportunities to revisit those abandoned social ideals, may soon present themselves.

No. 3 - July 2010
Mozambique: Not Then But Now

By John S. Saul How did Mozambique go from socialist hope in the 1970s to the capitalist pet it now
is? John Saul’s article indicates the problems — from Portuguese neglect to South African and
Rhodesian-sponsored terrorism to Frelimo’s early sins of vanguardism and impatience — without
lengthy post-mortems. He examines the present situation carefully and suggests a possible and
hopeful future. Instead of mega-projects that make the elite wealthy and leave social programmes to
the aid community, Mozambique could rather rekindle the counter-hegemonic strategies that once
inspired its people.

No. 4 - August 2010
Zimbabwe: Liberation Nationalism, Old and Born Again

By Richard Saunders On the cusp of political defeat in 2000, Robert Mugabe’s ZANU-PF
remilitarized national politics by targeting the opposition MDC, civil society and sections of the State
itself. A decade later, following years of disastrous economic decline and episodic waves of
orchestrated political violence, the "Zimbabwe crisis" remains — and ZANU-PF remains in power
thanks to a fragile power-sharing agreement brokered by regional governments and endorsed by
international donors. Richard Saunders considers ZANU-PF’s violent rebirth, the troubled origins of
the current "unity" government and the challenges ahead for Zimbabwe’s democratic transition.

No. 5 - September 2010
Namibia: A Trust Betrayed - Again?

By Henning Melber Two decades into Independence, Namibia continues to display deeply
entrenched social divides. SWAPOQ, as former liberation movement and now dominant party, has
transformed controlled change into changed control. As Henning Melber writes here, having their
"own" government has not meaningfully improved the material conditions of the majority of the people.
Instead, an elite pact has replaced settler colonialism to benefit only a relative few of the "previously
disadvantaged" while a large majority continues to be marginalized. "A luta continua" - the slogan of
the struggle days - has been translated, in popular parlance, into the formulation: "the looting
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continues".

No. 6 - October 2010
South African Splinters: From "elite transition™ to "small-a alliances™

By Patrick Bond The struggle for full liberation in South Africa was truncated by a nationalist,
neoliberal bloc led first by Nelson Mandela and then, more rapidly degenerating during the early
2000s, by Thabo Mbeki, both under the influence of global capital. The backlash by trade unions and
communists, once Jacob Zuma was fired as deputy president in 2005, reverberated through the ruling
African National Congress. With Mbeki tossed out in late 2008, a shift was anticipated under Zuma,
but didn’t occur. Unfortunately, however, as Patrick Bond indicates here, the independent left failed to
construct a clear alternative and began to fade, while ubiquitous populist insurgencies were
rudderless. This left merely a distant hope for a union-community fusion, on some future occasion.

Postscript: The struggle continues
By John S. Saul

Southern Africa: The Liberation Struggle Continues

by John S. Saul Menu:
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FOR LlBERATlﬂN the peoples there who were srepny
struggling, in the '60s, '70s and '80s,
against the white minority/colonial
regimes that dominated them and
shaped so negatively their life
chances. However, some in the
world-wide liberation support/anti-
apartheid movement also came to
g ek b understand that defining liberation
A meeting in Johanneshury of the United Demoeratic only in terms of national liberation
Front in March 1385: important, but only half the story. from white colonial dominance told,
BUNPhoto gt best, half the story. For, important
as it was to overcome apartheid and similar racist structures in southern Africa,
seeing people liberate themselves from class and corporate oppression, from
structures of male domination, and from authoritarian political practices could
readily be seen to be at least as important to any true liberation as was national
self-assertion. Now, several decades or more after the fall of the most visible
forms of colonial and racial domination, it is ever more apparent just how accurate
that critical insight was.

For what we have seen, various commentators have argued, is the virtual
recolonization of southern Africa by capital. This is something new, for it is at
present much less easy to disaggregate this "capital," than previously, into
national capitals and see it as being primarily the instrument of various nationally-
based imperialisms and their several colonialisms. No, coming from the Global
North and West (as it has done historically) but also now from the East (Japan,
China and India), it is an "Empire of Capital" that is currently recolonizing Africa.
Of course, this has been complicated by the still independent role that national
states per se (of both the North and the East), with their diverse raisons d’etat ,
also play in the imperial equation. Moreover, it is the case that such a
"recolonization" has been accomplished with the overt connivance of indigenous
leaders/elites — those who have inherited power with the demise of "white rule"
but who, in doing so, have manifested much greater commitment to the interests
of their own privileged class-in-creation than to those of the mass of their own
people. In short, it is not a happy world for the vast mass of ordinary southern
African citizens — despite the freedom that they had seemed once to have won.

What we have seen is the virtual recolonization of
southern Africa by capital... It is not a happy world for
the vast mass of ordinary southern African citizens.
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So what do we now celebrate in 2010, precisely fifty years after the launching, in
1960, of the "thirty years war (1960-1990) for southern African liberation," thirty-
five years after the year of Angola’'s and Mozambique’s independence, more or
less thirty years after the day of independence in Zimbabwe, and a full twenty
years after both Namibia’s inaugural day and the release from prison of Nelson
Mandela that marked so clearly the first of the very last days of apartheid (days of
transition that would culminate in Mandela’s election as president in 1994)? For it
is a sad fact that one feels forced to ask the question, as | have recently done, as
to just who actually won the struggle for southern African liberation. As |
continued:

We know who lost, of course: the
white minorities in positions of
formal political power (whether
colonially in the Portuguese
colonies or quasi-independently in
South Africa and perhaps in
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe). And thank
fortune, and hard and brave work,
for that. But who, in contrast, has
won, at least for the time being:
global capitalism, the West and the
IFls, and local elites of state and
private sectors, both white and
black? But how about the mass of
southern African populations, both
urban and rural and largely black?
Not so obviously the winners, |
would suggest, and certainly not in :
any very expansive sense. Has it i yandela casts his ballot in South Africa’s

not been a kind of defeat for them first all-race elections in April 1354: we know who
too?! lost, but who actually won?

@ UN Photo

How much of a defeat? Some facts for South Africa may provide an indication of
such a reality, one that has also scarred each of the five countries of the region
that once became key sites of overt liberation struggle: Mozambique, Angola,
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa. Indeed, the several country case-studies
that comprise the body of this edition of AfricaFiles' Ezine will, cumulatively, give
a very clear sense of this reality. Merely note here that in South Africa, for
example, the economic gap between black and white has indeed narrowed
statistically — framed by the fact that some blacks have indeed got very much
richer (from their own upward mobility as junior partners to recolonization and
from the fresh spoils of victory that this has offered them). Yet the gap between
rich and poor is actually wider than ever it was — and it is growing.

The gap between rich and poor is actually wider than
it ever was — and it is growing... "People do not eat
human rights; they want food on the table."

Much valuable research (by the likes of Terreblanche, McDonald and Nattrass
and Seekings, as cited in the selected bibliography) documents this harsh fact —
and other similarly sobering facts — and its stark implications. But note also the
intervention several months ago by a leading South African prelate, Rev. Fuleni
Mzukisi, who charged that poverty in South Africa is now worse than apartheid
and, in fact, "a terrible disease." As he said, "Apartheid was a deep crime against
humanity. It left people with deep scars, but | can assure you that poverty is

worse than that... People do not eat human rights; they want food on the table."2

This outcome is the result, most generally, of the grim overall inequalities
between the global North and the global South that, as in many other regions,
mark southern Africa. But, more specifically, it also reflects the choice of
economic strategies in this latter region that can now imagine only elite
enrichment and the presumed "trickle down benefits" of unchecked capitalism as
being the way in which the lot of the poorest of the poor might be improved there.
How far a cry this is from the populist, even socialist, hopes for more effective and
egalitarian outcomes that originally seemed to define the development dreams of
all the liberation movements. Indeed, what is especially disconcerting about the
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present recolonization of the region
under the flag of capitalism is that it
has been driven by precisely the
same movements (at least in name)
that led their countries to
independence in the long years of
overt regional struggle. But just why
this should have occurred, how
inevitable it was, is something we
must consider in the essays that
follow.

e e e - To be sure, the record varies

mil pe am ject poverty in Soweto: waiting

for the presumed trickle-down benefits of unchecked somewhat from_ country to couptry.
capitalism. Thus, Mozambique under Frelimo,

& 2003 Emmanue! Tipa Ofaforin, Courtesy of Phafoshare once the most forthrightly socialist of
all the region’s countries, has had to abandon that claim. True, it has also
abandoned its initial brand of developmental dictatorship in favour of a formal
democratization that has stabilized the country - albeit without markedly
empowering the mass of its people or improving their socio-economic lot. Indeed,
a recent text-book by Bauer and Taylor on southern Africa (a book of sympathetic
though not notably radical predisposition) notes that the election to the presidency
of Armando Guebuza who is the "holder of an expansive business empire and
one of the richest men in Mozambique hardly signals that Frelimo will attempt to
run anything but a globalist, neo-liberal agenda — regardless of the abject poverty
suffered by most of the electorate.”

What is especially disconcerting about the present
recolonization of the region ... is that it has been
driven by precisely the same movements that led their
countries to independence.

As for Angola it has, until quite recently, experienced a much greater and more
dramatic degree of divisive fragmentation than Mozambique — although its
antidote to that, since the death of Savimbi, has had as little to do with popular
empowerment and broad-based development as have the present policies of its
fellow ex-Portuguese colony, Mozambique. In fact, it has been argued that it is
only a handful of progressive international initiatives (Human Rights Watch,
Global Witness and the like) that have had some success in holding the feet of
exploitative corporations and of Angola’s own government to the fire of critical
scrutiny. For unfortunately, as David Sogge will argue in his article on Angola in
the present collection, the country’s own population, battle-scarred and battle-
weary, has been rather slower to find effective means to exert their own claims.
Yet, as the same Bauer and Taylor volume quoted above feels forced conclude of
Angola, oil money and corruption have merely "exacerbated the already glaring
discrepancies between rich and poor" and have, "quite simply, threatened the
country’s recovery and future development.”

Meanwhile Zimbabwe, in the brutal thrall of Mugabe and ZANU, has witnessed an
even greater deterioration of national circumstances than either of these two
countries. There, say Bauer and Taylor, "the ZANU-PF’s stewardship of the
economy [has] been an unmitigated disaster" while its politics, through years of
overt and enormously costly dictatorial practices, have produced a situation, as
Richard Saunders will detail in his own essay here, that is proving enormously
difficult both to displace and to move beyond.

The results in both Namibia and South Africa, even if not quite so bloody as those
produced by Renamo’s war, the prolonged sparring of Savimbi with the MPLA
and Mugabe’s depredations, are not much more inspiring in terms of effective
mass enfranchisement and broad-gauged human betterment — as we will see in
the articles by Henning Melber and William Gumede included in this issue of the
Ezine . Thus, a long-time and firmly loyal ANC cadre (Ben Turok) has himself, in a
recent book entitled The Evolution of ANC Economic Policy , acknowledged both
the contribution of ANC policies to growing inequality in his country while reaching
"the irresistible conclusion that the ANC government has lost a great deal of its
earlier focus on the fundamental transformation of the inherited social system"!

http://www.africafiles.org/atissueezine.asp?issue=issuel2 4/40
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In sum, South Africa, like the other
"liberated" locales of the region, has
become, in the sober phrase with
which Neville Alexander has titled a
book of his own on South Africa’s
"transition from apartheid to
democracy," merely "an ordinary
country" — despite the rather finer
future that many, both in southern
Africa and beyond, had hoped would
prove to be the outcome of the long 5 o
years of liberation struggle A squatter settlement in Katatura Township in Windhoek:
themselves. But Alexander’s hardly inspiring results for human betterment.
characterization could be said to ® 2003 Harvey Nelson, Courteay of Phaloshare
apply to all of the countries in the region: what we now have, instead of a
liberated southern Africa that is vibrant, humane and just, is a region of a very
different sort indeed.

Moreover, not only is there deepening inequality within countries but, in the region
taken as a whole, there is also — to take one glaring example — a situation in
which South Africa’s capitalist economic power now merely complements global
capitalist power in holding the impoverished people of southern Africa in quasi-
colonial thrall (as the six-part series of Africafiles' Ezine on South Africa in the
southern Africa region recently documented[3]) — while doing disturbingly little to
better the lot of such people, the vast majority both in South Africa and
elsewhere. Or take SADC, the Southern African Development Community: it has
become (albeit with a few honourable exceptions) primarily a Club of Presidents
that reveal itself to be — as the sad case of its kid-gloves treatment of Zimbabwe
and its backing of an otherwise deservedly embattled Mugabe amply
demonstrates — to be more a source of tacit support for the status quo than a
force for facilitating any kind of just transition to effective democracy in Zimbabwe.

What we now have, instead of a liberated southern
Africa that is vibrant, humane and just, is a region of a
very different sort indeed... The current global
situation offers no real alternatives, no real hope.

In truth, it is now often said by people of left persuasion that the current global
situation offers no real alternatives, no real hope, for Africa (including southern
Africa). It cannot, they say, count on any plausible socialist alternative (see
Gabriel Kolko’s deeply unsettling After Socialism ). Moreover, a seasoned
observer like Giovanni Arrighi can only urge Africa to look to a relatively benign
China (a doubtful haven of hope, one fears) and/or to the kinder and gentler
practices of its own elites in order to realize even a marginal adjustment to its
desperate plight. Others fall back on the equally unlikely prospect of a
revolutionary transformation of the exploitative West to then lift many of the key
barriers towards a brighter future. Thus, as one friend has recently written to me:
"l don’t see how the South can ever liberate itself in the absence of a new
socialist project becoming powerful in the North." Yet he feels forced to add that
"l don’t see that happening until people are hurting and see no prospect of
meeting their personal needs under globalized neoliberalism, and until a new left
movement with a serious attitude to organization and democracy." But this is a
faint hope too, my correspondent — who confesses to feeling "very pessimistic" —
obviously fears.

Failing a revolution in the global capitalist centres, however, what are the actual
prospects for some dramatic change occurring within the region itself, one,
necessarily, driven from below? The present author has called elsewhere for "a
next liberation struggle" in southern Africa for precisely this reason, a struggle,
like the one that is currently afoot in several places in Latin America for example,
that seeks to at least neutralize the intervention of imperialist forces from the
North while also facilitating the empowerment of its own people in political and
economic terms.

And there are — as will be surveyed on a country by country basis in the articles
that follow — localized and grass-roots resistances in the region in a wide variety
of settings and on a broad range of policy fronts that seek to make headway and
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even to begin to add up to potential
hegemonic alternatives to the failed
liberation movements that we still
see in power. Moreover, some
attempts to so resist — the initial rise
of the MDC in opposition to Mugabe,
for example, and the removal of the
brazen Thabo Mbeki from South
Africa’s presidency before the end of
his term; the dramatic grass-roots

= B i S resistance, especially in South Africa,
Localized resistances: residents of Khutsong, South to the AIDS pandemic that stalks the

Affrica, protest the redrawing of provincial boundaries ntire region: and th ian f
which they fear will deny them access to services. entire egion; a dt esigns ora

© 2005 Antony Kaminju, Gourtesy of Phofoshare  T€SUrgent economic nationalism that
threatens to renegotiate contracts

with the private sector and even to
reverse certain privatizations — do begin to so promise: promise, that is, to "add
up," even if, to this point, "not quite" and certainly "not yet"!

There are ... grass-roots resistances in the region ...
that seek to make headway and even to begin to add
up to potential hegemonic alternatives to the failed
liberation movements that we still see in power.

So the question remains: how might one hope, even expect, that the diverse
instances of resistance that are visible could come to pose hegemonic
alternatives in southern Africa to the recolonization that has been the fate of that
part of the continent in the wake of its seeming "liberation"? What might Africans
on the ground in the region have to do next, and how can they best be supported
from outside in doing so? Equally importantly, how might residents of the global
North organize themselves in order — with respect to any "next liberation support
struggle" — to best assist them: staying the hand of our own governments and
corporations on the one hand and speaking out clearly and effectively on behalf
of such movements for genuine liberation on the ground on the other? One thing
is clear: the liberation struggle continues. We cannot live in the (recent) past. We
must act to shape the future.

Notes

1. John S. Saul, "Liberation Support and Anti-Apartheid Work as Seeds of Global
Consciousness: The Birth of Solidarity with Southern African Struggles," in Karen
Dubinsky, et. al (eds.), New World Coming: The Sixties and the Shaping of Global
Consciousness (Toronto: Between the Lines, 2009), 139-40; see also John S.
Saul, Revolutionary Traveller: Freeze-Frames from a Life (Winnipeg: Arbeiter
Ring, 2009).

2. Fuleni Mzukisi, as cited in Fredrick Nzwili, "South Africa: Pastor says poverty is
worse than apartheid," from Ecumenical News International and circulated by
AfricaFiles (September 10, 2008).

3. See AfricaFiles' At Issue Ezine, "Vol 8: South Africa in Africa" (2008).
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Angola: Reinventing Pasts and Futures
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What's in a name? For the ruling party of Angola, it seems, quite a lot. In 4 Printable version
December 2009, that party formally abandoned its original name from 1956, 4 Bibliography & links

Movimento Popular de Libertagdo de Angola , the Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola. Henceforth it would be known merely by the old initials:
MPLA. Evidently the party thought it best to bury and forget terms like
"movement" and "liberation". Besides, it had long ago dropped the word Popular
from new nation’s first name, the People’s Republic of Angola.

B T AT Sych fiery terms from a burnt-out era
1\: i r;’fr no doubt left a lot of people cold. But
\ ; deleting those tokens of past ideals
came at an odd time. For never in its

53-year history had the MPLA’s
claims to a popular mandate looked
stronger. In high-turnout
parliamentary elections in September
2008, it got more than four out of
every five votes. Six years earlier, its
triumph over warlord-led Unita, and

MPLA troops take part in a military parade in Luandaon ~ the non-punitive peace deal that
Indepentdence Nay_ 11 November 1575 best to farget followed, met with overwhelming

terms like “popular”, "movement” and "liberation”. .

© UN Photo' F. Lafiont  pOpular relief, even among people on

the losing side. True, Angolans

express hearty contempt for their political class. Yet popular expectations are
rising; most people express optimism about the future. Urbanized and
Portuguese-speaking, they see themselves no longer chiefly as members of
ethnic blocs, but as citizens of one Angolan nation. The MPLA, more than any
other political force, contributed to those outcomes.
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No such scenario seemed feasible in 1973. At that time the party was on the
ropes, reeling from Portuguese counter-insurgency and from its own self-inflicted
wounds. Both Washington and Moscow had written it off. Yet from that near-
death experience, the MPLA made an astonishing come-back as a thrusting new
African power. With military help from Cuban communists and plenty of
petrodollars from Western capitalists, it gained time, space and know-how to
recover and get the upper hand. After taking power in 1975 it set about building
three key institutions: a disciplined army and security apparatus; a professionally-
run state holding company, Sonangol; and a well-oiled system of patronage.
Shrewd management of all three led to advances on the fronts of coercive power,
state revenues and domestic politics. In short, the MPLA built what Cold War
Washington least wanted to see: a black African state with muscle and "attitude."

From that near-death experience, the MPLA made an
astonishing come-back as a thrusting new African
power... (building) what Cold War Washington least

wanted to see: a black African state with muscle and

"attitude.”

For its impudence, Angola paid in blood. Unlike Afghanistan, where American
support to Islamic fundamentalists to "roll back" communism brought nasty
blowback for the US itself, American support to African anti-communists brought
death and wretchedness only for Angolans. From 1975 to 2002 about 1.5 million
of them perished, a staggering number for a country of only six million people in
1975. Of these, about 160,000 died in combat — the heaviest battle casualties,
in absolute numbers, of any African conflict in the 20th century.

War utterly transfigured Angola. As
violence forced nearly half the
population to flee their homes, urban
shack settlements mushroomed
around towns and cities. As the
elaborate agro-industrial system
collapsed, it took with it a sizable
class of small producers and most of
the proletariat, proportionately one of
Africa’s largest. As the belligerents
swept up tens of thousands of young 3
people into their war machines, years  Angolans in Kuito huddle under a bullet-pocked building:
of apprenticeship began in trade war utterly transfigured the country.
schools for violence. Many of these ® UN Photaibiton Grant
veterans are today on payrolls of the army, police and private security companies.

The rest of the war’s uprooted and dispossessed are scraping by in netherworlds
of informal work and commerce, the onshore economy’s new centre of gravity.

As elsewhere in global capitalism, that free market is only for losers. The
economic winners, being politically well-connected, get rich pickings such as
control over lucrative import monopolies. Import streams they control supply most
of the markets where the povo , the common people, do the work, take the risks
and pay off the Economic Police and other shakedown artists to leave them in
peace. Such is life under capitalismo selvagen , jungle capitalism.

In contrast to the rest of Africa, Angola’s elites never allowed the IMF to supervise
economic policy directly. Yet by 1990 they had nonetheless embraced key tenets
of the Washington Consensus: liberalization of external flows, austerity for public
services and privatization of public assets. In so doing, they quashed any
remaining hopes of a social contract — "satisfaction of the people’s needs", in the
discourse of the MPLA anno 1975. The policies ushered in a bonanza for the
political class and their corporate allies abroad.

Angola’s elites never allowed the IMF to supervise
economic policy directly. Yet by 1990 they had
nonetheless embraced key tenets of the Washington
Consensus... (quashing) any remaining hopes of a
social contract.
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With the introduction of "market friendly" policies, capital flight took wing. A
recent study indicates that in the 1990s illicit outflows averaged $542 million a
year, roughly 6 percent of GDP; in the period 2000-2008 they averaged $2.7

billion a year, roughly 14 percent of GDP.! Angola’s "peace dividend" has meant,
literally, big dividends for interests abroad.

Judicial activists like the French magistrate, Eva Joly, and research activists
groups like Global Witness have revealed much about these shadowy systems.
But just where Angola’s siphoned-off wealth is stashed and who owns it, are
largely guesswork. All outflows are murky and circuitous, coursing through
multiple secrecy jurisdictions from London and Lichtenstein to Delaware to end up
mainly on Wall Street. That is the most likely destination identified by a team of
economists of the US Federal Reserve, after sifting a lot of data in the opaque

world of petrodollars.2 "Market friendly" policies have meant exactly that: friendly
to The Markets.

In addition, legally-earned monies get special handling in Angola itself. Foreign
corporations face low taxes and streamlined repatriation of profits — a fact
attentively noted in a US government review of Angola’s investment climate and
in scorecards of "economic freedom" by influential think tanks in Washington DC.

Domestic businesses, on the other
hand, face different rules. They
cannot accumulate at will; indeed
any Angolan seeking to make
serious profits has first to cut a deal
with an appropriate politician. For
the MPLA, any effort to accumulate
beyond its supervision is a matter of
zero tolerance, for that could lead to
autonomous bases of power. Hence
there are no Angolans making
money on a substantial scale outside

P s . . the purview and participation of the
An Angolan businesswoman supplies fresh fruit and litical cl
vegetables to local and cross-border markets: serious politcal class.
profits require cutting a deal with a member of the
political class. i
eusanacomwoca MIPLA statecraft includes control over

media and the flow of ideas. But its
main levers work through the distribution of money, status and official positions.
The MPLA has used these levers, backed by brute coercion, to forge informal
pacts among elites, to co-opt and neutralise adversaries and keep the wayward
on board. Despite rumours of mutual distrust — stories of VIPs at dinner parties
who refuse to drink from bottles not opened before their own eyes or to eat
anything not tasted first by their flunkeys — the political class is holding together
rather well. Pacts and patronage have been stabilising in Angola’s case.

MPLA statecraft includes control over media and the
flow of ideas. But its main levers work through the
distribution of money, status and official positions.

Indeed the party’s centrally-managed patronage system has thus far proven a
reliable way to manage politics where centrifugal forces are strong and a lot of
lootable wealth is at stake. That system enabled recruitment of former "outsider"
ethnicities into the military’s top brass. It works through revenue sharing (as in oil-
rich Zaire and Cabinda, and diamond-rich Lundas) and the allocation of official
positions from which rents can be extracted. Its domesticating effects are now
apparent; with the exception of a renegade militia in Cabinda, which mortified the
government in January by shooting up a busload of Togolese football players,
Angola is at peace. The argument that resources breed political chaos doesn’t
hold for Angola; mere plunder and oppression to the neglect of statecraft has
never been the MPLA approach.

The party has for example worked shrewdly to contain independent ideas and
citizen activism. In the early post-independence years it tried to colonize civil
spaces with Soviet-type monopoly organisations for women, workers, peasants
and youth. But with the exception of the women’s organisation these never
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